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Evangelical

From the Editor
One of the central truths of the Christian faith is the
supernatural quality of the Christian life. This truth is
spoken to in the statements of Jesus as recorded in the
Gospels. It is confirmed in the instructions and admonitions in the Epistles.
This truth is clearly reflected in the New Testament
concept of being in Christ and Christ in the Christian, and
the Holy Spirit in the believer. I do not believe that we are
over-stressing the preposition when we point out that
Christ is not only for the Christian, he is also in the
Christian. Nor are we stretching grammar too far to point
out that the Holy Spirit is not only with the Christian but
also in the believer.
The imagery which Paul used in describing the church as
the body of Christ supports the truth that the church and
individual Christians are the presence of Christ in the
world. The body is the channel of action. It is also the
means of communication and recognition.
The logical, and I believe biblical, conclusion is that as
God was incarnate in Jesus, Christ is now incarnate in his
church, composed of individuals whom Christ through the
Spirit indwells.
This awesome truth is an appropriate theme for Advent.
The lead article by A.B. Simpson, "Christ IN You"
highlights this great truth.
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Editorial
The Word Made Flesh
We are indebted to Matthew and Luke for the record of
the events surrounding the birth of Christ. We are indebted
to John for the theology underlying those events. Matthew
and Luke recorded the Nativity. John recorded the
Incarnation.
John establishes in his first statements the two essential
elements in the Christmas event—the Word's eternal unity
with God, and the Word's unmistakable identification
with man. To compromise either is to weaken the meaning
of the Incarnation. To deny either is to destroy the very
foundation of Christian faith.
God was in Christ, may we never deny it. Jesus was truly
man, let us never forget it. The name by which he is
known—Jesus Christ—sums it up in two words.
Revelation

In Jesus Christ, God has revealed himself. God's image
in man was not totally destroyed in the Fall. This residual
image causes man to reach out beyond himself to some
transcendent reality. The expression of this reaching out
has taken on varied symbols and rituals and beliefs. But
the unknown remains unknown and man's religions
become his chains as his fallenness has corrupted his
search.
God, however, did not let himself without a witness. He
revealed himself to a resident of Ur of the Chaldees and
the biblical story of God's revelation began. The Old
Testament is the record of God's revelation and of his
grace, and of Israel's response and rejection.
In the fulness of time God revealed himself in his Son.
Now, when someone would ask what God is like, there was
one to whom we could point. He who has seen the Son has
seen the Father, and God who spoke in varied manner in
days past has now spoken through a Son. Immanuel, God
was now with us!
Redemption

In Jesus Christ, God has acted redemptively. The
symbolism of the salvation rituals of the Old Testament
found its substance and reality in the One who gave his life
as a ransom. He was the Lamb, slain before the foundation
of the world, who takes away the sins of the world. He it
was who brought reconciliation and atonement. The
Incarnate one bore our sins in his own body on the cross.
The mystery of the cross has defied man's logical
explanation. But in spite of man's inability to explain, the
New Testament writers, as well as countless believers in
the centuries since, bear witness to the saving grace of God
made possible as the Incarnate One became the Crucified
One and the Crucified One became the Risen Lord.
Mediation

In Jesus Christ, the Christian has a sympathetic adDecember
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vocate. The God-head is different since the Incarnation. At
the right hand of God is one with a glorified body, bearing
the marks of his suffering, and the memory of his
humanity.
More than the psalmist could ever imagine:
" . . . he knows our frame
he remembers that we are dust."
He knew the full force of temptation and the emotions
of our humanity. Picture him as a man among men in the
days of his sojourn among us with all the marks of our
humanity. The assurance that he is indeed for us is
supported by the fact that he was once one of us.
Expectation

One of the truths of the Incarnation is that we find in
Jesus of Nazareth one like us. He was the Son of man. His
channel to the Father was by prayer. His power came from
God as did his words. As Christians, even in our humanity,
it is expected that we will have compassion, live holy lives,
be honest, turn the other cheek, and forgive until we lose
count or do not bother to keep count. This does not happen
without divine aid. But help is at hand.
The promises of God are to be received and lived upon.
The commands of God are to be accepted and lived out.
Both the promises and the commands have the stamp of
divine authority. It is not our prerogative to opt for God's
promises and equivocate on his demands. Nor is it
expected that we will lower his demands to our level of
obedience. Rather, it is for us, with personal discipline
and divine resources, to seek to bring our obedience to the
level of God's Word.
Turning for an illustration to the athletic field we could
use the analogy of the high-jump. The contestant may not
always be able to clear the bar as set by the officials but it
is not his prerogative to lower it. Rather, failure becomes
the occasion for renewed effort.
Just so, the Christian's failure to measure up is not
occasion to lower the biblical demands. Rather, it is a time
for confession, repentance, and renewed effort. It is very
likely that our failure is more related to our sinfulness than
our humanity. Yet, is not that really what the Incarnation
is all about? Is it not to deliver us from our sins that Christ
came?
The obedience of Christ during his Incarnation becomes
a model for us as his new creation. We may not attain the
perfection that was his. But let us not allow short-coming
in performace to become an excuse for the discontinuance
of our effort, or a denial of the clear meaning of the
Scripture. Better to fail, having given sincere effort with
the standard where God has placed it, than to succeed,
having lowered the standard to what seems a more
resonable height, determined by common consensus.
Z
3

An Advent

Meditation

Christ IN You
Ancient mythology foreshadowed
some union of God with man, but it
was a union which only degraded their
gods and did not lift mankind. It still
left a great gulf between the earthly
and the heavenly.
It is this Paul refers to when he
exclaims: "Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which God
hath prepared for them that loved
him" (1 Corinthians 2:9).
The apostle's secret of "Christ in
you, the hope of glory" (Colossians
1:27) is one of which the world has no
conception. Think of it and try to
realize it. God is not only a God who
mercifully pardons our guilt and saves
us from its consequences, not only a
God who gives to us a new nature that
loves to do the right which once we
hated, not only a God who comes to
our aid in temptation and trial and
i n t e r p o s e s his s t r e n g t h and his
providence for our deliverance, but
above all this he is a God who comes
Himself to live his own life in us.
H e takes us into the divine family,
makes us partakers of the divine
nature, undertakes our life for us,
becomes the Author and Finisher of
our faith, and works in us " t o will and
to do of his good pleasure" (Philippians 2:13). This is incomprehensible
to our finite minds.
Albert Benjamin Simpson was the founder of
The Christian and Missionary Alliance. This
article was reprinted from The
Alliance
Witness. Used by permission.

What does human poetry, human
philosophy, the purest form of human
religion know of anything like this?
No wonder Paul was aflame with the
enthusiasm of his glorious discovery
and longed to weep like an angel flying
in the midst of heaven to tell our
helpless race the mighty secret—the
secret that God not only had come
down to visit men with a message of
mercy, but had come to stay and live
within them with "the power of an
endless life" (Hebrews 7:16).
It is still a secret except to the
initiated. Not only did it need a divine
revelation to make it known to the
world, but it still needs a divine revelation to make it personally known and
experientially real to the individual
heart.
This is what the apostle means in
First Corinthians 2, where with great
clarity and force he argues that the
mere human intellect cannot comprehend the things of God, but that we
need a divine mind to be added to our
human understanding before we can
enter in the realm of spiritual truth.
It takes the mind of a man, Paul
says, to understand the things of a
man; and it takes the mind of God in
us to understand the things of God. So
he adds, " W e have received . . . the
spirit which is of God; that we might
know the things that are freely given
to us of G o d " (1 Corinthians 2:12).
Later he states the profound and
extraordinary fact, " W e have the
mind of Christ" (2:16), meaning, no

doubt, that God gives to us a supernatural revelation of Himself and a
supernatural capacity to understand
that revelation.
Therefore the moment this great
mystery becomes an experience in the
life of a soul is a transcendent moment. It is one of the mountaintops of
life. It is the crisis of existence. It is the
Peniel where God declares, "Thy
name shall be called no more Jacob,
but Israel" (Genesis 32:28) and where
transformed Jacob can say, "I have
seen God face to face" (32:30).
O beloved, have you entered into
that sublime, supreme mystery? Have
you passed through the veil into the
Holy of Holies, so that you can say
triumphantly:
I have passed through the veil to the
sacred abode
Where His glory the Saviour reveals
to His own;
And now, in the innermost presence of
God.
I am dwelling forever with Jesus
alone.
It is a mystery in this sense, that
even to the initiated there are still
depths and heights of yet undiscovered
glory and blessing. The apostle himself
declares, "The Spirit searcheth all
things, yea, the deep things of G o d " (1
Corinthians 2:10).
Further, he prays that believers may
fully know the riches of the glory of
4 Evangelical
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Part 2

Church Discipline
A. B. Simpson
Gene Chase

this mystery. He declares, "The love
of Christ . . . passeth knowledge"
(Ephesians 3:19).
This glorious secret will unfold in
ever richer, fuller splendors till the end
of time and through the never-ending
ages of eternity. All that we know of it
already is like the pebbles that a child
has gathered on the shore while the
depths of the boundless ocean stretch
out unexplored beyond.
Artists tell us that the secret of
genius in any great work of art lies in
the depth of the painting. Some pictures seem all upon the surface; others
open to the observing eye infinite
depths of suggestion and imagination.
But the mystery of Jesus surpasses
all human thoughts, visions or imaginations. Every day unfolds some
new charm. Every experience presents
it in some new and living glory.
Like Aaron's rod, it is ever budding,
blossoming and bearing new fruit. It
never will cease to be as fresh as in the
hour its glory first burst upon our
transported view, and on and on
through the cycles of eternity we shall
still sing with wonder and adoration:
His love what mortal thought can reach,
What mortal tongue display?
Imagination's utmost stretch
In wonder dies away.

Three things to avoid
There are three things to avoid
when your brother sins. First of all,
don't tell your pastor, or a deacon, or
your prayer partner. "Please pray for
Mrs. So-and-so. Let me tell you what
she's done." That's gossip. In Scripture, gossipers keep some pretty bad
company:
being filled with all unrighteousness,
wickedness, greed, malice; full of envy,
m u r d e r , strife, deceit, malice; they a r e
gossips, slanderers, haters of G o d , insolent, a r r o g a n t , boastful, inventors of
evil, disobedient to parents, without
understanding, untrustworthy, unloving,
unmerciful."

Gossip is a special danger because
when we reprove a brother, sometimes
we adopt the world's standards and
harp on sexual sins and let slide our
own gossip about the very person we
would like to help, forgetting what
James has to say about the tongue and
the "big fire" it kindles. The second
thing that you are not to do is nothing.
The church's procedure may be to
quietly drop folks from the rolls when
they haven't been heard from in years.
That's wrong. Discipline is part of
discipling; it's not optional. Finally,
Ronald J. Sider says in a paper on
church discipline that we are to avoid
"religious legalism and narrow externalism." Not matters of conscience,17
This is the second and concluding installment.
The first installment appeared in the November
25 issue. The writer is a member of the
Grantham congregation.
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but m a t t e r s t h a t are explicitly
transgressions of the law are at issue.
If you have gone to your brother
privately and with the right attitude,
rarely will any further steps be
necessary. After all, the purpose of
discipline is not punishment but
restoration. God's discipline of us
proves that we are his children. Here
are the fruits of that discipline:
He disciplines us for our good, that we
may share his holiness.
All discipline for the m o m e n t seems
not to be j o y f u l but sorrowful; yet to
those who have been trained by it,
afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of
righteousness. 1 8

Paul says that he admonished every
man in order to present him complete
in Christ. 19 Again, he says, "if a man is
caught in any trespass, you who are
spiritual, restore such a one." 20 A
surgeon brings health by cutting; a
vinedresser brings growth by pruning.
Israel was victorious at Ai only after
they dealth with the Achan's sin of
stealing. Health, growth, victory are a
part of God's restoring power.
As hard as it may be for us to
believe, this kind of housekeeping will
produce a good testimony for the
church. You might be the only church
in town with the reputation that no
one gossips there—everyone takes his
problems with another person only to
that person. For Israel in David's
time, a good public testimony was at
issue:
to page six
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CHURCH DISCIPLINE
from page five

David said to N a t h a n , " I have sinned
against the L o r d . "
A n d N a t h a n said to David, " T h e
Lord also has t a k e n away your sin. Y o u
shall not die. H o w e v e r , because by this
deed you have given occasion to the
enemies of the L o r d to blaspheme, the
child also that is born to you [and
B a t h s h e b a ] will surely die." 2 1

Go with others if necessary
But what if I go to my brother and
he doesn't hear me? Jesus says that I
am to take others. I see two reasons
for this. If my brother disagrees with
me, then that will help him to see that
I am not coming with just my private
interpretation of Scripture. And if he
agrees, but doesn't care to obey,
bringing others impresses him with the
gravity of the situation.
But what if he doesn't hear us? Then
the matter must be brought before the
church, says Jesus. Paul refers to a
special case in which the offender is an
elder in the church with these words:
D o not receive an accusation against
an elder except on the basis of two or
three witnesses. T h o s e who continue in
sin, r e b u k e in t h e presence of all, so that
the rest also m a y be fearful of sinning. 22

The whole church does not mean just
the board of deacons, or just the
church board, or just a circle of
friends. It means at least a cong r e g a t i o n a l m e e t i n g , to a v o i d
m e m b e r s h e a r i n g by the w r o n g
m e t h o d of g o s s i p . Bill G o t h a r d
recommends that the meeting be on a
day of fasting and prayer, so that the
church comes to the meeting with each
having examined himself, Again, the
offender sees the gravity of the situation.
That's hard.
For example, a college student who
attends your church may question that
you are his church. After all, he's a
member of a church back home.
Because there is a need for us to be
responsible for each other, more than
for any other reason, I believe stronly
in membership in the local church
where you worship regularly, and under whose discipline you are willing to
come. That college student should
welcome associate membership.
But what if the offender doesn't hear
the whole church? That's harder yet.
Paul says to remove him from your
6

midst, don't associate with him, don't
even eat with him so that he may be
put to shame, reject him, avoid him,
turn away from him.23 Jesus says to
treat him as a Gentile and a taxc o l l e c t o r . F o r the b l a s p h e m e r s ,
Hymenaeus and Alexander, and for
the immoral man in Corinth, Paul
"delivered them over to Satan." 24 I
take this to mean that without the
fellowship of the church, they will be
in Satan's hands. Stated postively,
have you ever thought about the
protection that God affords those who
find shelter among their brothers and
sisters in Christ? Certainly, the issue
does not seem to be one of salvation,
for they are consigned to Satan for the
destruction of the flesh, but the spirit is
saved.25 Most writers take this to mean
that without repentance the sinning
Christian will have an early death.
Compare the situation at the communion table:
H e who eats and drinks, eats and
drinks j u d g m e n t to himself, if he does
not j u d g e the body rightly. For this
reason m a n y a m o n g you are weak and
sick, and a n u m b e r sleep [have died].
But if we j u d g e d ourselves rightly, we
should not be judged. But when we a r e
judged, we are disciplined by the Lord in
order that we m a y not be condemed with
the world. 2 6

In the matter of church discipline,
God stands behind the church's decision. Matthew 18 says that what the
church binds on earth has already been
bound in heaven. In our individualistic
and personalistic approach to Scripture, we may fail to note that we have
been given authority as God's church
to forgive sins and retain sins.27
Results of obedience
Practically speaking, I think that it
is obvious that a person who has not
heard the whole church should hold no
church office, and more—no membership in the local assembly (thus he is
not consulted when the church acts);
and I think that we can conclude at
l e a s t t h a t we c a n n o t c o n t i n u e
fellowship with the person in the same
way that we do with other brothers
who are not so disciplined.
But the final note is not one of bad
news but of good news. Excommunication means no fellowship, but it
does not mean no communication.

Paul says of one who is disciplined,
"don't regard him as an enemy, but
admonish him as a brother." 28 Of a
repentant brother who had been disciplined, Paul says, "forgive and comfort him, lest somehow such a one be
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow." 29
Here Paul may very well be talking
about the same man whose immorality
occasioned Paul's writing I
Corinthians 5, a man who apparently
was sorrowful and willing to be
forgiven and to stop sinning. Paul
says, "Reaffirm your love for him." 30
In this way he echoes Jesus' reply to
Peter in Matthew 18: forgive 490
times, or as the parallel passage in
Luke puts it, many times every day if
necessary. Peter obviously got Jesus'
intent because Jesus' instruction on
discipline prompted Peter's question,
"How many times should I forgive?"
Later, even before Peter denied Jesus,
Jesus told Peter that when he was
restored he should strengthen his
brothers. 31
To ask six questions of the text in
summary: Who? Brothers. What? Admonish.. When? Immediately. Where?
P r i v a t e l y . H o w ? In l o v e a n d
gentleness. Why? To restore.
If you think "This is good—I can't
wait to put it into practice," you have
missed Jesus' point. With no anguish
in your soul over the difficulty, over
your own sin, and over the sin of your
brothers—it is better for you to hear
instead these words:
Love is patient . . . kind . . . not
a r r o g a n t . . . not self-seeking . . . does
not t a k e into account a wrong suffered,
does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but
rejoices with t h e truth; bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things. Love never fails. 32

What are some
practical
a p p l i c a t i o n s for everyone f r o m
Matthew 18?
First, it is a tragedy for the church
that we don't miss those who leave us
in broken fellowship, and that broken
fellowship sometimes doesn't bother
the person who leaves. This assumes a
loving knowledge that—it seems to
me—requires small groups within the
church before whom we can be accountable. Who is accountable to me
and to whom am I in turn accountable?
Evangelical
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Second, in the family, applying this
principle would mean no tattling; in
the church, no gossip. You have heard
it said, " I f you can't say something
nice a b o u t s o m e o n e , d o n ' t say
anything at all," but Jesus implies that
if you can't say something nice about
your brother in the faith, then you
must say something—to him, to
restore (or to begin) the fellowship
that God intended.

16
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R o m a n s 1:29-31
R o m a n s 14
Hebrews 12:5-14; esp. 10,11
Colossians 1:28
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II S a m u e l 12:13, 14
I T i m o t h y 5:19-21
I C o r i n t h i a n s 5:2, II Thessalonians
3:14, Titus 3:10, 11, R o m a n s 16:17
24 I T i m o t h y 1:20,1 Corinthians 5:6
25 I C o r i n t h i a n s 5:6
26 I C o r i n t h i a n s 11:29-32

The
Electronic
Church
Leslie

Stobbe

American Christianity has entered
a new era. We've had the frontier
church, with its emphasis on a sturdy
faith in the face of tremendous natural
d a n g e r s . T h e n c a m e t h e revival
church, growing out of the Great
Awakening that started in the late
1850s. Then came the missionary
church, fueling a worldwide explosion
of missionary effort. More recently
we've seen the evangelistic church,
characterized by citywide Youth for
C h r i s t rallies a n d Billy G r a h a m
crusades. Indications are that we have
now entered the age of the electronic
church.
A recent article in the Wall Street
Journal reveals the magnitude of the
change, stating it in terms we all
u n d e r s t a n d — d o l l a r s and cents.
During 1977, for example, Christian
television and radio broadcasters
purchased $500 million worth of radio
and TV time. This sum does not
include the cost of recording studios,
equipment, staff salaries and direct
mail costs. We need only to think back
10 years to recognize the difference.
The Journal article focuses on the
top eight evangelical telecasters and
The writer, editor in chief of Moody Press at
the time of writing this article, has recently
joined the Christian Herald organization as
editorial director of Christian Herald Books.
The article is reprinted from The Christian
Leader. Used by permission.
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their income to illustrate what is
happening. The fastest-growing, according to the business newspaper's
report, is Jerry Falwell and "The OldTime Gospel Hour," whose income
during the last fiscal year was $32.5
million, but whose budget for next
year is $46.3 million. Of this he will
spend only $13.5 million for televison,
using the rest of his income for his
other activities, such as his group of
four schools and the attempt to build a
national powerhouse in football at the
college level.
Yet Jerry Falwell is not alone in
appealing to the viewers of the electronic church. Oral Roberts reports an
income of $60 million, with a large
proportion of that coming in response
to the telecasts. No wonder he can
build a truly magnificent c a m pus—and project a medical center
second to none—since his televison
cost is only $8 million.
Lesser luminaries are Pat Robertson of "700 Club" fame, with an
income of $30 million, Jim Bakker of
the " P T L Club" with a gross of $25
million. Billy Graham's total income
is about $27 million, while Rex Humb a r d of " T h e C a t h e d r a l of
Tomorrow" has a budget of $18
million. Then there's Robert Schuller
with a budget of $ 11 million. And each
finds television so lucrative that he can
engage in a variety of other activities

27
28
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30
31
32

C o m p a r e J o h n 20:23
II Thessalonians 3:15
II Corinthians 2:7
II Corinthians 2:8
L u k e 22:31-32
I Corinthians 13:4-8

that will ensure that succeeding
generations will remember his name.
Obviously there is a growing concern among established churches and
mission organizations about the huge
amounts of cash the electronic church
personalities are diverting from local
church giving, foreign missions giving
and e d u c a t i o n a l g i v i n g . T h e s e
organizations do not have a telecaster
with the necessary charisma to attract
funds nationwide for a local enterprise.
Yet my biggest concern is the
growth of the lazyboy congregation.
In it the reclining rocker replaces the
pew and the living room furniture the
congregation. In a day when we've
been i n d o c t r i n a t e d with the
philosophy that it's every man for
himself, that you need do only what
you really enjoy doing, where the
anonymity of apartment and condominium living fosters the private
life, the electronic church is ideal.
The only involvement asked of the
lazyboy congregation is a monthly
check of maybe $25 to $40. There's
nobody asking for tithing, nobody
calling to see you'll take a teaching
position in Sunday school, nobody
asking you to bring a dish to the
church potluck fellowship or the pie
social, and nobody requesting a meal
for a shut-in.
You are never going to hear
preaching about racial prejudice,
about involvement with the poor,
about reaching your neighborhood for
Christ. Those all-powerful television
personalities promise to do it all for
you—or at least their organizations
will do what the telecasters think is
important for you to get invovled in.
There is another concern. With the
electronic church you can be extremely selective about who represents God
to you. Pick your television preacher
and let him do your thinking about the
to page eight
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themselves this outward form of
obedience to Christ.)

One Baptism

A Public Testimony
Chuck

Only one man, one baptism. But a
beginning. A beginning for those
future Christians who will follow
Carlos' example. A beginning for
those, who will also give public
testimony of saving faith in Jesus
Christ to a little mountain village. One
that can no longer claim that an
evangelical believer's baptism had
never been held there.

Musser
THE ELECTRONIC C H U R C H
from page seven

Imagine with me a small village in
the mountains of Central America.
The houses of this village are made of
adobe brick with red-tiled roofs. At
the center of this village is a small
Catholic church made of the same
construction.
In this pueblo there is nothing like
what you would think of as a s t o r e —
just a few houses that sell to their
neighbors the most i m p o r t a n t
foodstuffs, brought in by horseback
from the provincial capital, Boaco,
approximately 11 kilometers away.
There are no roads that service this
village year-round, although in the dry
season, a four-wheel drive vehicle can
barely make it in. For the majority of
people, traveling by foot is the only
means of transportation. The only
exception are the few fortunate ones
who can afford to buy horses.
Living conditions are not very comfortable in this mountain town. There
is no permanent school, no hospital,
no out-patient clinic, no doctor, in
fact—not even a nurse. In the rainy
season, water is plentiful in the nearby
s t r e a m — f o r bathing and washing
clothes. But in the dry season when the
stream dries up, water is available for
only the essentials of life.
In this Central American village
there is no electricity. A person's day
is largely regulated by the sun. People
begin work at sunrise, and retire shortly after dark.
Although this description is typical
of many mountain villages in Central
America, this particular one is Santa
Ines in the country of Nicaragua.
Now, try to grasp with me the
significance, the importance, of October 22, 1978, in the life and future of
Santa Ines. On this day, one perThe writer and his wife, Cara, are serving in
Nicaragua under Brethren in Christ Missions.
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son—only one—followed the Lord
Jesus Christ in adult believer's baptism. As far as anyone can remember,
this is the first in the centuries of
history of this pueblo that believer's
baptism was practised.
He who made history in Santa Ines
is a young married man of thirty,
Carlos Jaime. W h a t an outward
testimony he left for the hope and
future of this village! Surely his baptism was a public testimony of his
faith in Jesus Christ. His testimony
was not just to the body of believers
congregated around a lovely church
baptistry, but to a community of
nonbelievers who came to the stream
to see what evangelical baptism was
all about. If ever I saw a man stick out
and be different for his faith in Jesus
Christ, Carlos did this day.
Since the beginning of the Brethren
in Christ witness in Santa Ines, a
number of adults have received Christ
as their Savior, including Carlos' wife,
Maria. But up to now, only one has
been willing to identify himself comp l e t e l y with t h e L o r d t h r o u g h
believer's baptism. Reasons for this
include:
—A few who made public confession in Christ haven't shown a
change in life that would be expected for baptism.
—Others still aren't convinced of
the value of a second baptism
when they were already baptized
once as small children.
—Another person, Maria, who was
to have been baptized with her
husband, backed out at the last
minute. Fears were instilled in her
by good-intentioned neighbors
who knew nothing about an
evangelical baptismal service.
(But these ladies cannot really be
blamed, for they had never had
t h e o p p o r t u n i t y to see f o r

Bible for you. You do not have to
listen to six or seven spout off in an
adult class. You don't have to put up
with a new pastor every three to four
years. Nor do you have to sit on a
Christian education or advisory board
and have your pet theories knocked
into a cocked hat during discussion on
the business at hand.
If you want to see God involved in
some real action, you can tune in to
your favorite television interview club.
There celebrities whose spiritual
credentials are the books they have
written, the films they act in, or the
concerts they sing at, give you a
vicarious experience of God at work
today. Why go through the tough
experience of risking something for
the Lord yourself?
Without realizing it, the electronic
church member assesses Christians
not on who they are six days a week,
but on how well they project from a
television screen, on how many spectacular experiences they can relate in
front of a television camera.
Why is the electronic church so
successful? Among the reasons: it
provides entertainment at a rather
professional level not possible at most
local churches; the only personal involvement is the occasional donation;
the television personality comes across
as a highly believable communicator
of the truth . . . and you can do it all in
the comfort of your lazyboy chair.
The impact of the electronic church
is not yet being fully felt. There is no
doubt that, like the permissiveness in
child rearing and education of some
years ago, the full impact will not be
upon us for a whole generation. In the
meantime, it is time that we as
Christians and churches came to terms
with counter measures to stop the
mushrooming growth of the electronic
church mentality.
Evangelical
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New Office
In Canada
On September 9 an Open House was held at the new
Brethren in Christ offices at 2519 Stevensville Road,
Stevensville, Ontario. This convenient office facility serves
the Board for Missions and the Canadian Conference
bishop.
The staff, who began work in the new office on August
28, includes: Roy V. Sider, Secretary of Overseas
Ministries; Harvey R. Sider, bishop of the Canadian
Conference and Carolyn B. Rotz, administrative assistant
to Roy Sider. Carolyn brings to the new office, in addition
to her technical skills, nine years of experience in the
missions office in Elizabethtown, Pa. Prior to that she
served for 5 years in New York City.
The Board for Missions is decentralizing its administration to better serve the brotherhood in Canada and the
United States. The Secretary of Overseas Ministries, who
will be giving a significant amount of his time in ministry
overseas, will work from the Stevensville office. The offices
in Elizabethtown, Pa. will continue to handle the bulk of
the financial and technical services to overseas missionaries as heretofore.

Nicholas M k a n d l a , churchman from Rhodesia, discusses a point
with Roy Sider, Secretary for Overseas Ministries.

An inspiring drama unfolded as Carol Rotz agreed to
help to bring to reality this new venture. The necessary
clearance with Canadian immigration authorities for her
to enter Canada was received on a schedule that made it
possible for her to be at her new desk the same day that
Roy Sider began his new assignment in Stevensville.
Through the imagination and initiative of Ross Nigh,
Carol discovered an apartment just a few minutes walking
distance from the office.
Either the Stevensville or Elizabethtown office will
gladly provide travel directions to the new office which is
less than 10 miles from the Peace Bridge at Fort Erie and
less than 30 minutes drive from the Buffalo airport.

Keeping One's Balance

Luella M. Lofthouse signs the guest book at the Open House while Carol
Rotz and Harvey Sider look on.
Ross Nigh, Canadian treasurer of the Board for
Missions, will serve in a role similar to that of the U.S.
treasurer, Charles F. Frey. In each case, the treasurer
carries ultimate responsibility for the Board for financial
matters. The management of the funds in both offices is
the responsibility of the Executive Secretary of the Board.
For 12 years (1966-1978) Ross served as the coordinator
for the Board for Missions in Canada, providing services
to the Canadian Conference in addition to his work as
treasurer. These services will now be provided by the new
office.
December
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The Bible says, "Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to
Him in well doing as unto a faithful Creator." 1 Peter 4:19
As a result, I am reminded that in Ethiopia there are
very few bridges. Often it is necessary to wade through
swollen streams to reach a destination. In this there is a
constant danger of being swept off one's feet into deeper
water among treacherous rocks. Since the weight of a
human body is slightly lighter than water, it is therefore
difficult to maintain a foothold.
There is no problem, however, to the Ethiopian. He
slings a sack of stones over his shoulder for balance. On
reaching safety he empties the sack and proceeds on his
journey. So sometimes in order to keep us from falling the
Lord places "burdens" on us. No burden is heavier than
we can bear and he knows exactly what is necessary for
your good.
The burden he gives may seem heavy but it never
outweighs His grace. It may keep my feet from stumbling
until I see His face.
—Nkatazo
Sibanda
Reprinted from Amazwi Amahle (Good Words), published by the
Brethren in Christ Church in Rhodesia.
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Disaster Strikes
In Six Countries
Mennonite Central Committee administrators are
struggling to determine how to respond to victims of
disasters on three continents. With funds already insufficient to meet commitments for the 1978 fiscal year,
overseas secretaries do not know how to reply to calls to
aid victims of flooding, famine, hurricane and war in
India, Ethiopia, Laos, Vietnam, Honduras, Nicaragua and
Lebanon.
"These disasters have come on us like an avalanche,"
noted Associate Executive Secretary for Overseas Edgar
Stoesz at a staff meeting to discuss M C C response. The
most recent request has come from India, where another
30 inches of rain have hit the already devastated area
around Calcutta and West Bengal. The new disaster has
affected 15 to 20 million people in West Bengal and M C C
India director A.C. Lobe reports $100,000 is desperately
needed for victims there. M C C had already sent $45,000.

Four
Ounces
Of
Barley
Miriam

Heisey

Lord, I've been thinking about that
sermon the pastor preached last Sunday—the one about how much we
have, in comparison to the majority of
The writer is a member of the Elizabethtown
Brethren in Christ. Elbert Smith is the pastor.
She and her family have, as of December 1,
begun an assignment in the Bronx.
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Delhi residents wade the streets during recent India flooding. After the
initial flooding, a second storm brought 30 additional inches of rain.

Stoesz explains, " W e cannot respond to this immediately because we already have three emergency responses in
process. This year began very slowly. We hardly drew on
our contingency fund. But during the third quarter we have
made emergency responses in Ethiopia, in India, Laos,
Vietnam and in the Middle East and we're expecting to
make a response to victims of the hurricane in Honduras
and to the 8,000 war refugees who fled from Nicaragua
into Honduras. The India request is crucial, but must be
seen in this context."
M C C seeks its constituents' prayerful support as it
considers ways to meet these vast needs.

y o u r c h i l d r e n . H o w we use an
equivalent of five pounds of grain a
day when so many have less than four
ounces to use.
So we've decided to cut down Lord,
but I'd like to do something more to
share some of my extra. Beyond my
regular tithe, of course. I'm going to
start by putting matching funds into a
special missions account for
everything that I can think of that I've
spent on recreation this past year.
Now let's see . . .
. . . new softball glove and ball;
. . . trip to Philadelphia to see the
Phillies play;
. . . tennis balls and my hunting
license (of course, that wasn't
all recreation, Lord, that also
put meat on the table);
. . . shotgun shells, hiking boots;
. . . movies, and that neat
dinner/play;
. . . a couple of football and basketball games at the high school;
. . . the Sunday School tournament
at Messiah College;
. . . new " R o o k " game (our old one
was impossible to deal and
shuffle);
. . . skating party (with the church
youth group).

Did I forget anything, Jesus? Eating
out—well, you know we usually go to
Ponderosa, or somewhere relatively
inexpensive, and it costs something to
eat at home, too.
How much is four ounces of barley?
Oh.
That new outfit for the class
reunion—well, I needed that, I didn't
want to be totally out of date.
The weekend at the shore last
summer—you know the doctor said I
s h o u l d g e t a w a y f r o m my j o b
pressures more often. I don't really
need to count that, do I?
MCC Self-Help shop purchases. I
know I didn't need it, but it all goes to
missions anyway, and did you see the
bargains I got! They would have cost
twice that at Gimbels.
Pool membership. Okay, Lord.
Film and its development. Well, all
right, I guess that counts too, but
those pictures of the children are for
Grandma, you know.
And vacation . . . I had forgotten
about that.
But Jesus, if I count all that, I'll
have to close out our vacation kitty for
next year as well as our Christmas
Club account.
What? Four ounces of barley. Oh.
Evangelical
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Church News
MESSIAH COLLEGE

A t h l e t i c Field D e d i c a t e d
T h e dedication of the David R. S t a r r y
Athletic Field was a p a r t of H o m e c o m i n g
W e e k e n d , O c t o b e r 21. Leading in the
dedicatory ritual is Dwight E. Bert, chairm a n of the Board of Trustees. M r . S t a r r y ,
whose g e n e r o u s contribution m a d e t h e
construction of the field possible, is seated
in the wheel chair next to college president,
D. R a y H o s t e t t e r .

Muggeridge Convocation Speaker
A highlight of the 1978 H o m e c o m i n g
was the S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g convocation at
which M a l c o l m M u g g e r i d g e , British
television personality, m a n of letters, and
m o r e recent convert to the Christian faith,
spoke. T h e C o n v o c a t i o n was also the
occasion for the a w a r d i n g of M e s s i a h ' s
Distinguished Public Service A w a r d t o
Mr. Muggeridge.
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Conference News
Allegheny

L o m e Lichty, pastor of the Green Springs
congregation, served as the fall evangelist for
the Air Hill Church at meetings which began
on Sunday evening, November 5. • Ravi K.
Zacharias, an evangelist from Toronto, Ontario, was the guest minister for a series of
e v a n g e l i s t i c m e e t i n g s at t h e A n t r i m
congregation November 5-10. The pastor,
Wilbur Benner, concluded the services by
preaching both morning and evening services
on Sunday, November 12. • The evangelist for
services held at the Big Valley Church October 29-November 12 was Andrew McNiven.
• Ben High, a Christian businessman from
Lancaster, Pa., was the morning speaker at the
Five Forks congregation on November 26.
The Carroll Stottlemyers of the Five Forks
congregation have moved to Des Moines, Iowa,
to assist, as self-employed workers, in the work
of the Oak Park Church. • The Grantham
congregation was encouraged to take part in
the national boycott of ABC-TV during the
month of November in protest of the quality of
programs being provided by that network. •
Walter and Lillian Bausman, members of the
Locust Grove congregation, celebrated their
64th wedding anniversary on October 7. Their
five children and spouses and about 20 of the
grandchildren attended the worship service on
the following Sunday in honor of their parents
and grandparents. • The Mechanicsburg
congregation held their annual Christian Life
Conference on October 28 and 29. Guest
speakers were Bishop and Mrs. Alvin Book.

Atlantic

The church planting program in Florida,
with Elam and Helen Dohner ministering, has
secured a place for meeting in the Royal Inn in
Clearwater. The Dohners have also located a
home in Clearwater and have obtained an
option to buy property for a church. A growing
group of worshippers have been attending the
services. • The question of public schools
versus private Christian schools was the basis
for discussion at the Sunday service November
5 at the Harrisburg Brethren in Christ Church.
• The Orlando Church reports great benefit
from the revival services which were recently
held by J o h n and Romaine W o o d h o u s e ,
resulting in new people attending the church. •
John Eaken, talented violinist from Dillsburg,
Pa., presented an evening of violin music to the
Manor congregation on Sunday evening,
November 19. • Sunday, November 12, was
observed as Missions Sunday at the Maytown
congregation with Sharon Weisser, Winnie
Thuma, and Erma Lehman as speakers. • A
Spiritual Renewal Mission was held by the
Pequea congregation November 3-5 with
George Kimber, Messiah College, as the
guest speaker. • The youth of the Refton
congregation purticipated in a 35-hour
volleyball marathon at the Manor Church from
7 a.m. Friday, November 24 to 7 p.m. Saturday,
November 25. The goal for the marathon was to
raise $2,000 for missions. • As part of the
missions emphasis for the Souderton congregation, a large group from the Pilgrim Chapel,
Brooklyn, was in charge of the Sunday evening
service on October 1. • Jacob and Nancy
S h e n k , missionaries on furlough from

Rhodesia, were guest s p e a k e r s at t h e
Speedwell Brethren in Christ Church on
Sunday, October 8.

Canadian

The Bertie congregation observed a traditional love feast October 28 and 29 with
services Saturday morning, afternoon, with the
feet washing and communion service observed
in the evening service. Services on Sunday
morning and on Sunday evening concluded the
love feast weekend. Following the evening service, a dedication and farewell service was held
for David and Margaret Croxford, who were
scheduled to leave on November 1 from that

The Croxfords: Margaret and David
with children, Aaron Philip (being held) and
Andrew.
congregation for service at the Life Line Mission, San F r a n c i s c o . • T h e B r i d l e w o o d
congregation reports that the Cooperative
Ministries budget had been met in full by the
end of September. • Velma Brillinger, who
has served as missionary to Zambia, was the
speaker at the Sunday morning worship service
at the Bridlewood Church on October 22. • The
services of Clifford and Ada Winger, who had
served the Heise Hill congregation as deacons
for 45 years, were honored at a congregational
fellowship. • United States readers of the
Visitor who are interested in obtaining the
book, Fruit from Woods and Sand, which is a
history of the Houghton congregation, may
obtain copies of the book from Evangel Press,
Nappanee, Indiana. • Massey Place congregation received into church membership 11
new members on Sunday morning, October 22.

Central

The Dayton congregation reports receiving
four new members into fellowship of the church
during the month of October. • John Carroll,
from the Living Hope Counselling Center, was
the resource person for a series of meetings on
marriage and the family sponsored by the
Fairview (Ohio) congregation. • The Highland congregation served as host for the noon
meal on Tuesday, November 7, for the On-SiteMeals program which is provided for the elderly
of the community. • The Francis Schaeffer film
series, "How Should We Then Live," will
become the focus for a 10-week Sunday school
series beginning in January at the Lakeview
C o m m u n i t y C h u r c h . • T h e youth of t h e
Nappanee congregation served a Teppan Yaki
meal on Saturday evening, November 11, to the
members of the congregation as a fund raising
effort towards the youths' attendance at "Let
to page fourteen
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Write a
Song to
Teach
Joanne Lenhert

Phyllis

Blame it on the full moon or the egg
rolls or a hormonal imbalance, but
two months ago Ralph and I had this
ridiculous argument about which of us
had to do the most menial tasks
around the house. We weren't talking
about masculine versus feminine or
which of us works the hardest or
longest. We each simply felt that the
jobs we had to do were the lousiest of
the bunch and that somehow we were
getting the raw end of the deal.
It is an unwritten law, you know,
that when parents quarrel—raise their
voices even one little decibel—the
children will be listening. It is a simple
solid fact that no matter how loudly
you call them to dinner or ask them to
clean their closets, they cannot hear
you. But if one parent says anything at
all to the other in a certain tone of
voice, all noise will cease and the
children, wherever they are stationed,
will sit like zombies, waiting for the
other shoe to drop.
Peter, however, decided this was
one argument he could settle himself.
"Why don't you trade each other
the job you hate most?" he suggested.
"Okay, Mom? That all right with you,
Dad?"
Okay? It was a marvelous idea!
Why hadn't we thought of it ourselves.
Now was my chance to unload a real
stinker onto Ralph, something like
cleaning the oven or sorting the socks
or washing Peter's hair. I finally
decided on trading off the weekly
scrubbing of the bathtub and Ralph

Naylor

assigned me the weekly trip to the gas
station.
"I won't even have to leave the
house," Ralph chortled, "just take a
rag and wash out the tub."
" I t ' s a deal!" I cooed. "All I have to
do is zip over to the gas station and
ask the men to do the work."
The first week Ralph complained
that the tub didn't look any cleaner
after he'd washed it than before, and I
explained that he had to use force. I
complained that the gas had run down
the side of the car and streaked it, and
Ralph explained that I have to tell the
men not to add any more after it clicks
off.

The second week Susan screeched
that there was white grit all over the
bottom of the tub again. Jack discovered that all the valve caps on the
tires were missing, and Ralph said I
had to request the station attendants
to put them back on each time they
added air.
The third week Ralph did one side
of the tub but forgot the other, and the
station attendant forgot to wash the
windshield, so I had to wash it myself.
The fourth week Ralph said he had
a sore shoulder, and I said I'd be glad
to do the tub for him that week if he'd
take over the car. That was a month
ago. I've been scrubbing the tub ever
since, and he's been dealing with the
gas station. And if Peter will just mind
his own business and not ask how the
arrangement is working out, we'll
never bring up the subject again.
Reprinted from Christian Living.
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Barrett

"Write a song to teach . . . ." In
Deuteronomy 31 God tells Moses to
write a song, a song to remind the
adults and teach the children, a song
to stick in the minds of the "nonreaders" and make learning easier. I
really identify with that because that is
how I like to think of my songs, as
teaching tools.
When my first song was written
about eight years ago, I was in bed
with mumps on both sides while my
charter left for a summer in Europe
without me. Out of my frustration
came the lesson, "One Step at a
Time." After that, many songs seemed
to grow out of difficulties. Some came
from a fresh and new idea from a
Scripture—strangely enough, while I
was doing laundry—and ended up as
parables in song. When I shared these
first timid efforts with my couples
Bible study group, the group was
entirely supportive and gave me the
confidence to try some more, even
though this was an entirely new area
for me. That in itself was a lesson in
the necessity of affirming one another
in the gifts God has given. Courage
grew with their, "That really speaks to
me!" or "I never thought of it that
way before."
Over the years the conviction has
grown that, in spite of the tremendous
influence of music among the young
people in general, we were not fully
using a valuable teaching tool in the
church. If you have ever had a catchy
tune run through your mind long after
you wished it would go away, you can
appreciate the power of a melody to
implant words in your mind. We use
m u s i c in p r a i s e , in a f f i r m i n g
theological truths, and in many salvation testimonies, but we need more
than "now-I-am-so-happy" lyrics in
the new songs. Why not whole sermons in song, not just a collection of
slightly related songs? Even if they are
"children's sermons," the adults get
more out of them than the children,
right?
Evangelical
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How do you begin to write a song to
teach? First of all, I try to find new,
practical words to say an old, wellknown truth, if possible with a " h o o k "
or catchy twist. I repeat it frequently
so those who hear only once will
remember something. Secondly, I try
not to underestimate the children's
intelligence. Let's face it. They are a
lot more sophisticated than we were
and love a challenge. Hopefully, the
choir director will explain anything he
may feel is above the children, but the
singers are not my only target. Parents
and other grownups come to children's
programs and my aim is to put enough
in the«&ordsto reach the listeners and
not just the singers.
Sometimes you get to see how the
children are applying the lessons
learned in daily living. For example, at
a camp I overheard some children
playing a game and one of them was
objecting to the rules. Several of his
companions sang back to him, "You
can do your own thing, but if you want
to be clean, you have to do w h a f f i e
says!" In other words, if you don't
obey, you take the consequences and
you don't play. "Write a song' to
teach. . . ."
When Ron Long first suggested to
me that he had always wanted to write
a musical for young voices, my mind
went immediately to the story of
Naaman, a favorite of mine since
childhood. Three days later I handed
him a sketchy outline of song titles
and lyrics, born during a midnight
creative spurt, which later became
"Everyone Calls Him Sir!" On the
rough draft of this musical sermon one
of the first things written in the top
corner was: Goal—to teach the importance of simple, absolute obedience.
To me the lesson of the story is
embodied in N a a m a n ' s furious refusal
to o b e y , t h e c h o i r ' s c o m m e n t
"sometimes the simple things are the
hardest things to do," and the officer's
admonition, "You can do your own
thing, but if you want to be clean, you
have to do what he says!" Of course
this is the story line, but it is also a
picture of our personal response to
Lord both in salvation and Christia
growth.
In our second musical " H a r k , the
Herald Angel," each song has its own
lesson since we did not have a factual
story line to follow. Here a little
sanctified imagination is applied to the
angel's view of Christmas. We want
the children to realize the joy in
obeying and praising the Lord, the
December
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The Lord has taught me patience and discipline, and yet
has rewarded me by allowing my words to be sung to his
glory.
incredible fact of God coming to
earth, and how much they are worth
because of the price paid for them.
In the third, short musical sermon,
"Living Stones," our attempt to use
thoughts about real stones to explain
the symbolic stones used in building
the church grew out of an assignment
on the subject by General Conference.
The goal was to teach the children that
we are the church, the people, not the
building. Whether we have achieved
these goals must be determined by
those who sing and listen.
People often ask, "Just how do you
write a song?" Oh, my . . . how do you
get an idea? My own songs start with
an idea in words. The tune grows to fit
those words. When you write your
own song, both melody and words,
you can change either or both as your
ideas grow. But when you collaborate
with s o m e o n e else, a c r e a t i v e
chemistry takes place. A lot of idea
mixing happens in thinking out loud,
even if it comes out all wrong. In our
initial planning session, while Ron
Long is expounding on an idea, I often
say, "Keep talking, keep talking,"
while seeking to grab a catchy phrase
from his words. I may be chanting
along on a couplet and he will jerk
forward, " D o that again," and notate
a rhythm pattern in a margin. I can't
tell you how ideas grow but we have
one rule. Never ridicule, laugh at or
ireject
t j t c i aany
n y iidea
u c d uon
n the
111c ifirst
n s i utry.
^.
Anything can be said. Creativity stops
if you must first evaluate whether or
not it will be accepted or rejected.
That comes later when the ideas sift
themselves out. I find that anything I
write in the heat of inspiration must
rest at least overnight before a cold
evaluation can take place.
I use the word "inspiration" here
with reservations. Most of music
riting is 10% inspiration (exciting
;rowth) and 90% hard work.
,et's say we have a catchy phrase
which has suggested a musical idea to
Ron. He may then go on, completing
a melody derived from these words,
but it may not match the rest of the
words I have down. Since I have
decided the message of the song, I
must then rewrite the words to fit the
tune. I can spend a lot of time wading

through my rhyming dictionary and
Roget's
Thesaurus
to find a two
syllable word with an accent on the
second syllable that means "give" and
rhymes with "the same," and then
switch the idea because there is none.
I am responsible for the story line or
general plan of the musical sermon
and Ron is the final authority on the
music included. Since I usually have
twice as many words as we need, Ron
selects the ideas he wants to use. I do
write some of the tunes, which he may
change, or rewrite a verse f ^ i m y
chorus. Sometimes it is a little hard to
remember who wrote what. Because of
Ron's busy schedule I have also
written some of the accompaniments.
We owe a great deal to understanding
and supportive spouses and to the
longsuffering young singers at the
G r a n t h a m c h u r c h for a c c e p t i n g
philosophically the changes we make
on them when we discover something
doesn't work.
"Write a song to teach. . . ." has
turned out for me to mean also "Write
a song and learn." I have learned so
much from the Bible study involved,
from outside reading, especially on
angels, and from working with a
trained musician. The Lord has taught
me patience and discipline, and yet has
rewarded me by allowing my words to
be sung to His glory. I wish I would
tell you what a thrill that is. Somehow
it
makes
so unworthy
11 m
a i z e s one
u n c feel
l t d au
u i i w u i m y to
iu
praise Him! When those who have
listened to the songs tell me that they
too have been blessed and have
learned, then I know that God has
used them for his glory and I praise
Him. Thank you Lord Jesus, for
allowing us to "write a song to
teach...."
Mrs. Barrftt and her husband, Robert, are
members of the Grantham Brethren in Christ
congregation.

H a r k t h e H e r a l d A n g e l h a s been
a c c e p t e d for p u b l i c a t i o n a n d will be
released in the spring by T e m p o R e c o r d s ,
Inc., 1900 W . 47th Place, Mission, K a n s a s
66205
Everyone Calls H i m Sir! is published by
T h e Benson C o m p a n y , 365 G r e a t Circle
R o a d , Nashville, Tenn. 37228
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE
from page eleven
YOUth Begin." • Sunday, November 5, was
Rally D a y a t t h e S i p p o C h u r c h a n d
represented the conclusion of their Fall Sunday
School Campaign. The theme had a western
flavor with western style dress and symbols.
Roy Beitzel, a cowboy who attends Sippo,
gave interesting talks each Sunday morning
during the campaign. They reported a 35%
increase in attendance during the campaign. •
A trip to the Northern Ohio area of the Central
Conference, October 21 and 22, by Bishop
and Mrs. Climenhaga coincided with their
36th wedding anniversary. The pastors of the
Northern Ohio churches took advantage of this
opportunity and prepared a surprise gathering
for the Climenhagas w which the pastors and
their wives were in attendance. The occasion
included a large anniversary cake, dinner, and a
gift.

Midwest

October 29 was the occasion for the dedication of the sanctuary into which the Mountain
View congregation in Colorado Springs recently moved. The bishop of the Midwest and
Pacific Conference, D o n Shafer, was present
for the occasion and brought the dedication
message.

Pacific

The Community Center at the Navajo Mission was dedicated on Saturday, October 14, at
which between 250-300 were present, most of
whom were Navajos. • The Alta Loma
Brethren in Christ Church has four Bible
studies in progress, meeting various evenings
during the week with the Ladies Fellowship
meeting at 10 a.m.

Births
Bauman: Ryan Todd, bom Sept. 26, to
Ronald and Joan Bauman, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Bencsik: Jessica Lynn, bom Oct. 3, to Rory
and Lori Benscik, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Cober: William Stuart, born Oct. 12, to Mr.
and Mrs. John Cober, Rosebank congregation,
Ont.
Engle: Jennifer Lynn, born Oct. 27, to Rev.
and Mrs. Dale W. Engle, Manor congregation,
Pa.
Enterline: Jason Scott, born Oct. 15, to
Donald and Pamela Enterline, Manor congregation, Pa.
Evans: Angela Nicole, bom Sept. 16, to
Harry and Christine (Martinec) Evans, Green
Grove congregation, Pa.
Heir. Christine Willis III, bom Oct. 20, to C.
Willis and Martha Herr, Manor congregation, Pa.
Holdeman: Brian Lynn, born June 19, to
Kenneth and Joyce (Tice) Holdeman, Green
Grove congregation, Pa.

Lehman: Krishana Marie, bom Sept 3, to
R o b e r t a n d Betty (Martin) L e h m a n ,
Mechanicsburg congregation. Pa.
Luse: Brandie Roberta, bom Oct. 18, to
Karen (Tice) Luse and the late Bradley R. Luse,
Green Grove congregation, Pa.
Martin: Nichole Christine, bom Oct. 18, to
James and Cynthia Martin, Manor congregation,
Pa.
Mellott: Clem Able, bom Oct. 27, to Leroy
and Diana Mellott, Montgomery congregation,
Pa.
Obeiholtzer: Brian Scott, bom Oct. 23, to
Nelson and Lucinda (Myers) Oberholtzer,
Hagerstown, Md., Montgomery congregation,
Pa.
Stump: Lowell Kevin, bom Nov. 3, to Keith
and Candy Stump, Nappanee congregation,
Ind.
Tice: Carl Jr., bom Aug. 10, to Carl and
Bonnie Tice, Green Grove congregation, Pa.
Wohlsclagel: Amy Elizabeth, born Oct. 29,
to Mr. and Mrs. Owen Wohlsclagel, Wainfleet
congregation, Ont.

Weddings
Borozz-Moore: Robin Helene Moore and
David Paul Borozz, O c t o b e r 6, in t h e
Hummelstown Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Andrew H. Slagenweit officiating.
Ebersole-Strohm: Karen Jane, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest E. Strohm, Lebanon, Pa.,
and A. Richard, son of Mr. and Mrs. Alvin F.
Ebersole, Cleona, Pa., Oct. 28, in the Palmyra
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J. Robert
Lehman officiating.
Fillers-Reed: Cristal, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Fred Reed, Wilmington, Ohio, and Larry,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Bob Fillers, Sept. 16.
Fillers-Wendling: Tammy, daughter of
Mrs. Mildred Wendling, Dayton, Ohio, and Rich,
sone of Mr. and Mrs. Bob Fillers, Oct. 14.
Foust-Whltman: Sandra, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. James Whitman, and Rodney, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Foust, Goodrich, Mi., Sept. 30,
in the Lakeview Community Church with Rev.
Bob Vemo officiating.
Greiser-Landis: Mary Lou, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Paul Landis, and Trent, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Titus Greiser, both of Souderton, Pa., Sept.
23, in the Souderton Brethren in Christ Church
with Bishop John A. Byers officiating.
Herr-Sellers: Judy A., daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Frank L. Sellers, Mechanicsburg, Pa., and
Lyle M. Herr, son of Mrs. Phillip Cowles, Buffalo
Grove, II., Oct. 7, in the Mechanicsburg Brethren
in Christ Church by Rev. C. R. Burgard.
Kerr-Wideman: Glenda, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Glen Wideman, Gormley, Ont., and
Wayne, son of Mr. and Mrs. Murray Kerr,
Hanover, Ont., Nov. 4, in the Heise Brethren in
Christ Church.

Kerkdyk: Michael Ryan, born Nov. 5, to Mr.
and Mrs. Hank Kerkdyk, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.

Leaver-Garis: Tina, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Willard Garis, Souderton, Pa., and Randall,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Leaver, Telford,
Pa., Sept. 2, in the Souderton Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. J. Andrew Stoner officiating.

Lantz: Michael Lindsey, born Oct. 12, to
Rick and Mary Lantz, Fairview congregation, Oh.

Lehman-White: Marilyn Jean, daughter of
Mrs. Arlene L. White, Millersville, Pa., and the
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late Ira M. White, Jr., and Gregg Frey, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Joseph E. Lehman, Conestoga, Pa.,
Oct. 28, in the Manor Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. John B. Hawbaker officiating.
Nigh-Heise: Shirley, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Russell Heise, Gormley, Ont., and Harry,
son of Rev. and Mrs. Ross Nigh, Stevensville,
Ont., Sept. 9, in the Toronto United Mennonite
Church.
Rhora-Moore: Debra May, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Allan Moore, Wellandport, Ont., and
James Frederick, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry
Rhora, Wainfleet, Ont., Aug. 17, in the Wainfleet
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Roy Peterman officiating.
Richard-Stover: Anne Michelle Stover, and
Michael Richardson, Aug. 19, in the Green
Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Thomas Bouch officiating.
Wallman-Lehman: Linda Elaine, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Lehman, Fonthill, Ont.,
and Daniel Paul, son of Mr. and Mrs. Herman
Walman, Niagara Falls, Ont., Aug. 5, in the
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with uncle
of the bride, Rev. Arthur Pye, officiating.

Obituaries
Burkholder: Emma (Peggy) Burkholder,
Upland, Ca„ bom April 30, 1894, died Nov. 2,
1978. In 1939, she was married to Paul S.
Burkholder, who preceded her in death in 1974.
She was a member of the Upland Brethren in
Christ Church. The funeral service was conducted by Rev. Robert Hempy and Rev. Alvin C.
Burkholder. Interment was in the Bellevue
Mausoleum.
Dixon: Ottie L. Dixon, bom August 17,
1898, died Sept. 28, 1978. He was preceded in
death by his first wife, Dellie. He is survived by
his second wife, Vera; four children: Herbert,
Lawrence, Mrs. Dorothy Brem, and Mrs.
Naweta Adams; two step-children, James and
Mrs. Anita Davis; a sister; two brothers; 13
grandchildren; and 15 great-grandchildren. The
funeral service was held in the Frings and Bayliff
Funeral Home, Tipp City, with Rev. David
Buckwalter officiating. Interment was in the
Maple Hill Cemetery.
Engle: Mrs. Frances Engle, bom April 25,
1901, near Abilene, Ks., died Sept. 26, 1978.
She was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Sam
Grove. She was married to Lamar Engle who
preceded her in death in Dec. 1956. Surviving
are six sons: Oliver, Delbert, L.G., Fred,
C a m e r o n , and Millard; three daughters:
Ernestine Eyster, Mary Howland, and Marlene
Shafer; 26 grandchildren; and eight greatgrandchildren. She was a member of the Zion
Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral
service was conducted by Rev. Paul Hess and
Rev. Henry Landis. Interment was in the
Livingstone Cemetery.
Garis: Elmer D. Garis, Sr., Souderton, Pa.,
bom March 11, 1895, died June 24, 1978. He
was married to Vera Hummel Garis who
preceded him in death. He is survived by thirteen
children: Ida Bencsik, Elsie Hyer, Shirley Fox,
Alma Fulmer, Emily Boyer, June Landis, Vera
Charles, Esther, Elizabeth Whitely, Elmer Jr.,
Paul, Robert, and Arthur. The funeral service
was held in the Souderton Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. John A. Byers officiating.
Interment was in the Hatfield Lutheran
Cemetery.

Evangelical Visitor

The Church in New China
from back page

the mountains where groups of 50 to 75 Christians would
gather for up to a week of worship, Bible study, singing
and fellowship. She reported that itinerate pastors occasionally ministered to these believers.
Other interviews confirm the existence of groupings of
Christians in urban and rural China. One interviewed
reported the secret conversion of a party cadre in his area.
On the surface much in communist-governed China
resonates deeply with biblical Christians' outlook on
life—mutual help and communalism (the vision of Acts),
simple life, just distribution of resources and a prejudice in
favor of the poor and powerless.
Why then do we find such a determined policy of
religious repression? At least three considerations are
pertinent. First, Marxism itself has little use for religion.
Marx thought that religion, specifically the Christianity of
his day, took people's minds from the real work that
needed to be done to build a more just socialist society.
Second, Chinese intellectual life and society has
historically had strong misgivings about too much religion,
in part because religion in China has often emphasized
magic. One communist party member with whom we
spoke summed up that in the thread of history, "All the

Heister: Clair J. Heister, McVeytown, P a ,
died Oct. 7, 1978, at the age of 75. He is
survived by his wife, Eunice, and four children.
He was a member of the Skyline Brethren in
Christ Church. Rev. George Moore officiated at
the funeral service.
Hoover: Mrs. Mary Ella Hoover, bom April
19, 1905, near Abilene, Ks., died Oct. 28, 1978.
She was the daughter of John and Sarah Lexow.
On Nov. 24, 1932, she was married to Evan
Hoover who survives. She is also survived by a
son, Edgar; three daughters: Mrs. Marilyn
Hoover, Mrs. Carolyn Sider, and Mis. Glenna
Minter; 18 grandchildren; two sisters; and two
brothers. She was preceded in death by a
daughter, Kathleen; and a sister. She was a
member of the Zion Brethren in Christ Church.
The funeral service was conducted in the
Danner Funeral Home by Rev. G. P. Minner
officiating. Interment was in the Bethel
Cemetery.
Monahan: William B. Monahan, Hatfield,
Pa., died June 13, 1978. He was married to
Helene Figard who survives. He is also survived
by a daughter, Mrs. Gail Nunemaker; a son,
David; four grandchildren; and a sister. The
funeral service was conducted by Rev. John A.
Byers. Interment was in the Duwall Cemetery.
Steckley: Landon West Steckley, born Nov.
2, 1891, in Bethesda, Ont., died Aug. 15, 1978,
in the Welland General Hospital. He was the son
of Peter and Sarah Heise Steckley. He was
married to Christie Ann Sider who preceded him
in death. He later married Elizabeth Sider who
survives. He is also survived by three sons: Orval,
Lloyd, and Arnold; two daughters: Mrs. Dorothy
Wideman and Mrs. Grace Wideman; 22
grandchildren; 4 four great-grandchildren; six
step-children; 23 step-grandchildren; seven stepgreat-grandchildren; three brothers; and three
sisters. He was a member of the Heise Hill
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religions in China have never helped us much."
Thirdly, in the specific case of Christianity, it has been
clearly identified with western nationalism and power,
injustice and corrupt "foreign devil" influences upon
Chinese life. Despite its medical and other social and
spiritual ministries, Christianity was not seen as a force for
change towards a new or better China because many of
these ministries existed as a result of the protection of
foreign power or corrupt local landlords.
Nevertheless seeds of Christian commitment that have
elements of health have taken root in China. Numerous
reports suggest that frequently Christians find themselves
in respected positions because of their honest and responsible work records.
Perhaps that little bush that is growing high on the
steeple of the abandoned Canton church building suggests
that out of the ruin of institutional Christianity a new life
is rising. Institutionless Christianity in China today
perhaps resembles the early Church as clearly as anything
presently existing anywhere in the world. The church that
allied itself with power was not particularly successful in
China. We will await the full fruits of the powerless
Church.

Brethren in Christ Church where he served as
deacon for 35 years. The funeral service was
conducted in the Heise Hill Brethren in Christ
Church by Dr. E. J. Swalm and Rev. James
Cober.
Winger Andrew C. Winger, Hemet, Ca.,
bom Dec. 28, 1885, died Oct. 23, 1978. He is
survived by a sister, Mrs. Esther Nye. He was
charter member of the Upland Brethren in
Christ Church and was one of the first workers at
the Life Line Mission, San Francisco. The
graveside service was conducted in the Bellevue
Cemetery by Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder.
Keefer: Benjamin M. Keefer, Chambersburg, Pa, bom March 20, 1900, died
June 22, 1978. He was the son of John and
Rhoda Sipes Keefer. He was married to Anna
Sollenberger Keefer who survives. Also surviving are a daughter, Mrs. Julia Musser; two
sons: Garnet B.; and Fred T.; six grandchildren;
one great-grandchild; and three sisters. He was
a member of the Air Hill Brethren in Christ
Church where the funeral was conducted by
Rev. Roger Witter and Rev. Wilbur Benner.
Interment was in the Air Hill Cemetery.
1979
Sunday School
Sports Tournament

Any Brethren in Christ churches
interested in entering the Sunday
School Sports Tournament but have
not received information should
write to Robert Barr, Dean of
Students, Messiah College,
Grantham, PA 17027. Phone: 717766-2511.

BRETHREN IN CHRIST
LIFE AND HISTORY
Brethren in Christ Life and History is
the j o u r n a l of the Brethren in C h r i s t
Historical Society. T h e December issue
of this j o u r n a l will contain the m a j o r
addresses and responses delivered at t h e
200th Anniversary General Conference.
Subscription to the j o u r n a l is one of
the benefits of m e m b e r s h i p in the society
and the December, issue will be sent upon
publication to all m e m b e r s of the society.
This issue will also be sent to those who
signed for the publication during G e n e r a l
Conference.
Those who a r e not m e m b e r s or who
did not reserve a copy by reserving one at
the General
C o n f e r e n c e may
obtain a copy of the D e c e m b e r publication
for $3 by sending order and payment to
Dr. A r t h u r M . C l i m e n h a g a
1093 Township R o a d 1704
Route 4
Ashland, Ohio 44805
M e m b e r s h i p in the society is encouraged and available with annual dues
of $5. T h e m e m b e r s h i p year is July-June.
M e m b e r s h i p as stated earlier also includes subscription to the J o u r n a l .
M e m b e r s h i p dues ($5) as well as payment for the D e c e m b e r j o u r n a l issue ($3)
may be sent to Dr. A r t h u r M .
C l i m e n h a g a . C h e c k s should be m a d e
payable to the Brethren in Christ B o a r d
of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .
(Editors N o t e : T h e Conference Serm o n will be the only m a j o r conference
a d d r e s s p r i n t e d in t h e
Evangelical

Visitor.)
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The Church

member of our group quite by chance met a Chinese
Christian on the street.
Bibles are not available for purchase but visitors to
Christian families have observed Bibles openly displayed
on family book racks. During the cultural revolution,
religious literature along with capitalist writings were
often confiscated by roving bands of enthusiastic Red

In New China
Dorothy Friesen and Gene

Stoltzfus

In August, Dorothy Friesen and Gene Stoltzfus took a
trip to Hong Kong and Canton, in southern
China.
Friesen-Stoltzfus
are a married couple who serve with
MCC in the Philippines. Following are their reflections on
"The Church in New China."
In Canton we saw and photographed four abandoned
church buildings. At one sleek, New England style church
in the old British concession, the gate of the church was
padlocked and high on the steeple a little bush could be
seen growing. Another church was being used as a regional
g o v e r n m e n t office and a n o t h e r (a f o r m e r Catholic
cathedral) appeared to be a small brick factory or storage
dump. All of the former church buildings were in ill repair.
A museum we visited was once a Buddhist monastery. We
were not able to get to the single mosque in Canton which
reportedly remains open for daily prayers.
Religion like all pre-revolutionary movements and
values has been thoroughly tested. Institutional religion is
a thing of the past. When we asked the chairman of the
75,000 Jenho commune if any religious life existed in the
commune, his answer was, " T h e constitution of the
People's Republic of China assures freedom of religious
belief and freedom not to believe. In our commune there is
no organized religious life although a few older people still
hold to some ancient Taoist beliefs." Later he added that
in other communes there is more religious life.
Despite an outward policy of repression of religious life
and the elimination of religious institutions, visitors to
China have had a wide variety of contacts with Christian
families where faith is passed on to sons and daughters,
relatives and other trusted close acquaintances. Public
worship is rare but small group prayer/worship sessions
are frequent. N o one has any idea how many adherents
there are now in this underground Christian movement. A

Former Protestant church, now closed in Canton. Magnifying
the photograph reveals a chain and padlock on the gate. (Stoltzfus/Friesen photo).

Guards. That was the most difficult time for people of
faith. Institutional church life ended in the early 1960s.
A H o n g Kong-based Chinese man has been
systematically interviewing citizens of China who have
identified themselves as Christians. Among his long list of
interviewees is a Chinese girl who reported regular
gatherings of Christians in her remote village and in
neighboring villages. She also described annual retreats in
to page fifteen

